July 28, 2008

Reserve natural gas for just home use. Do
not allow it to be used to fire generators or
any other plants. Reserve it for our future
for our homes. There is plenty of coal for
that.

You have got to figure out a way to over-
ride the liberals and their agendas. They will
destroy us and the whole world.

VERA and BOB.

Senator, are you sure your figures are cor-
rect? $50.00 per month more is not very
much; it is only equivalent to one fill-up or
less. . . .

My story is that I live near Gibbonsville,
Idaho, 30 miles from the economically-de-
pressed town of Salmon. Most of the inhab-
itants of the area are on a fixed income and
the gas prices are crippling to the budget of
many. I personally drive to town only once a
week now to teach piano lessons and get gro-
ceries . . . I used to go more often and attend
social events as well. My husband works out-
side of the area as there are few ways to
make a living in this area. He drives 2 hours
to the nearest airport in Missoula, Montana
and then flies to his job, returning home
every two weeks for 10 days. We know of
many others who travel to work outside of
this area for the same reason . . . no indus-
try around here. My husband is considering
only coming home once every six weeks now,
a family hardship—or perhaps I will move
away from the area and join him. The in-
creased cost of traveling has shrunk his take
home pay significantly. Obviously the huge
increase in the cost of gas is a hardship to
any one in this type of situation—and there
are many, many people who travel to sup-
port their families.

Thanks for the chance to (hopefully) make
a difference.

CHRISTINE, Gibbonsville.

It is time that all in the United States
Senate and Congress got on board of the
Drill Here, Drill Now Program. I hope that
you are on board with this program.

Vic, Gibbonsville.

Gas prices affect almost every aspect of
our lives. We usually take a few trips a year
to Utah to visit family, but have limited our-
selves to one this year. We will be sticking
close to home. Things like driving a half-
hour to Rexburg we used to not think any-
thing about, but now we have to evaluate all
of our activities to see if it is worth the gas
money to participate. Raising young kids, it
has been a priority for me to stay home with
them, but we are wondering if it will always
be possible with the rising cost of living.
Please do what you can to keep costs down!

Sincerely,

JULIE, Ammon.

The high energy prices are choking me!!
Your liberal colleagues are helping destroy
our great nation!! All kinds of oil available
from our close neighbors like Canada and
Mexico!! Your friends in Washington, D.C.
are wearing blinders!! No new plants have
been built in 24 years!! How can you buck
such stupidity? Good luck!

JAMES.

We are retired and energy costs are a big
item. A clear majority of the American peo-
ple approve of drilling in ANWR, off-shore,
oil shale, gasification from coal . . . all now!
Other countries like Norway, Brazil, Africa
are going to think twice about selling us oil
when we won’t drill for our own reserves! Ob-
viously nuclear, wind, water, etc., are impor-
tant but it has to be all of these efforts not
a choice of one or the other. Right now, we
should start drilling . . . Do not underesti-
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mate the frustration of the voters with Con-
gress.

Thanks for listening.

BoB and JANE, Hayden.

We live in rural Gooding, Idaho. We are 35
miles from the nearest department stores.
My husband is an insurance agent and has to
travel to inspect the homes he insures and to
service all of his clients. We also build one or
two homes a year in a family partnership to
help our children earn money for college.
Our children go to a university that is 250
miles away. Our married children live 150-200
miles away. Driving long distances is a ne-
cessity and public transportation is not an
option. We would not use it if we had it. We
have to have our vehicles for our work. The
‘“‘city dwellers” in Congress apparently have
no idea how much we depend on and need our
trucks and cars. We need our lawmakers and
the environmentalists to get out of the way
and let the big oil companies do what they
do best, drill for and refine oil. In the midst
of the presidential debates of the recent
months, we hear a lot of empty rhetoric
coming from Washington and elsewhere. I
want to hear from the realists who believe in
the phrase I have been hearing on Talk
Radio: “‘Drill here, drill now, pay less.” I
want my $2 a gallon (or less) gasoline back
and I do not want to hear that it is not pos-
sible. It is possible, and we want the Senate
and House to get some guts and tell the envi-
ronmentalist whackos that we are all done
playing their games! Conservation is not the
answer. Alternative fuels are not the answer.
More domestic production is the answer. I
am just an average citizen and I know what
needs done. What ever happened to common
sense?

Thanks for asking for my opinion. Not that
it will do any good, but I had to try.

DEBY, Gooding.

We are just your ‘‘average’ Idaho family.
Mom and Dad both work and we have four
children. We used to have a few dollars left
after bills every month to just barely take
care of the extra things that pop up—scout
camp, new shoes for the kids, medical bills,
a birthday gift . . . That is not the case any-
more. Not only do we spend more a month on
gasoline, we are also spending more on gro-
ceries and household items because prices on
those have also increased due to energy cost
increases. I used to be able to feed my family
on a certain budget amount every month.
Now, we are dipping into other budgets just
to put enough food on the table. The ‘‘other
budgets’ are monies we used to use to pay
medical bills and other expenses. One can
imagine what is happening to those items
and obligations now.

We have planted a huge garden in hopes of
using it to help take the edge off some of our
grocery expenses but that won’t take care of
everything. Children need shoes. Medical
bills have to get paid. You cannot buy shoes
or pay bills with veggies from your garden.
We live too far away from our jobs to ride
bikes and one of us works until midnight,
making it unsafe to ride a bike home any-
way.

We just keep hoping that our government
will see that the ‘‘average’ family is suf-
fering and that they will do something about
it. Perhaps nothing will get done until it hits
their homes as hard as it has hit the ‘“‘aver-
age’ family. Sad commentary on the state of
things in America though, because there are
more ‘‘average’ families out there than
there are wealthy families and/or those who
are benefiting from the high oil prices. So,
more people are suffering than are not and it
does not feel like our government cares.
Something can and must be done.

When it is said that families are suffering,
that means children are suffering—and chil-
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dren should not be made to suffer because of
someone else’s greed.
GAYLE, Ammon.

My husband and I are fearful of how rising
oil prices will affect our family and all those
around us. If it was just an increase in our
personal gasoline usage we might be able to
get by. However, it goes so far beyond that,
affecting the cost of everything else used in
our lives. We already see food prices going
up, and expect to see everything else follow
suit. Most families like ours are on a tight
budget and have started to look at what to
give up to continue to pay all the bills. We
now wonder if prices continue to climb much
further if it will cost us the eventual loss of
our home to foreclosure.

We see the domino effect on how oil prices
touch most aspects of our lives. When every-
one starts cutting back, so will the need for
as many employees. Thus, will high prices
and high unemployment lead us into another
depression? Is the United States of America,
as the world leader in strength and independ-
ence, a thing of the past? Will our children
grow up, like so many in other countries,
longing to leave and seek residence else-
where? We fear the feeling of hopelessness
and it is spread throughout our nation. Is it
too late?

We will continue to pray for our govern-
ment and the decisions it makes. Thank you
for your time.

BARBARA, Emmett.

As you know the price of everything has
risen because of the tremendous cost of
transportation. Those of us on a ‘‘fixed” in-
come are really suffering. Let us utilize our
own oil fields. Bring our troops home; this
will decrease our need for oil . . . Our tax
money is needed at home! Thank you for
your time.

RODGER, Lewiston.

—————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CONGRATULATING THE MAINE
STATE MUSIC THEATRE

e Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I con-
gratulate the Maine State Music The-
atre on its 50th anniversary season and
commend them for their continued
commitment to high-quality artistic
productions.

The Maine State Music Theatre is
one of the few resident stock theater
companies dedicated strictly to musi-
cal theater. It provides professional
musical productions not only for Maine
residents but also for hundreds of sum-
mer residents who benefit the Maine
economy each year. That is one of the
reasons that I was pleased to be able to
secure $245,000 in Federal funding last
year for their continued efforts to de-
velop their facilities.

I remain an ardent supporter of the
Maine State Music Theatre. I send my
best wishes as the theatre celebrates
its 50th year of presenting musical pro-
duction and wish all involved an equal-
1y successful next 50 years.e

———

REMEMBERING FRANK STROUD
e Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I come to
the floor today to honor a man we re-

cently lost—a remarkable individual
full of warmth and generous of spirit.
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My wife Jackie and I came to know
Frank Stroud as a doctor at the Spring
Valley Pediatrics practice to which we
take our daughters. But before Frank
was one of our daughter’s doctors, he
was a friend.

My father said at the end of his life
that he hadn’t regretted a moment of
his career in public life because no
other calling gave him the opportunity
to impact the lives of so many people.

He might have said otherwise had he
met Frank Stroud.

Frank had a remarkable capacity for
remembering every detail about you.
His ability to make casual acquaint-
ances feel like old childhood friends
would have made Members of the Sen-
ate green with envy.

But public office wasn’t his vocation.
Nor was the seminary, which he con-
templated entering. As his children
say, Frank found a higher calling:

Helping children—which Frank did
for nearly four decades, specializing in
helping children struggling with learn-
ing disabilities such as attention-def-
icit disorder.

But politics was certainly never far
from his mind—or his work. His wife
Kandy, whom he loved dearly, worked
for the Democratic National Com-
mittee.

As Terry McAuliffe once said, Frank
became ‘‘the pediatrician for the
Democrats,” having treated Al Gore’s
children and Smith Bagley’s, among
others. And 40 years ago this year,
Frank became medical director at the
Office of Economic Opportunity which
was, of course, at the very center of
President Johnson’s War on Poverty.

We all have unique experiences in our
lives that shape the person we become.
In Frank’s case, one of those experi-
ences was that he was raised by a sin-
gle mother. One of his children said in
his eulogy of his father words that are
S0 poignant today:

““At a big party, he would make sure
to dance with all the single ladies as
though he knew what it felt like for his
mother to sit along the edges of the
dance floor.”

Frank passed away a little over a
month ago. At the time, he was doing
what he always does: caring for some-
one other than himself—in this case,
his beloved mother Lila, from whom
his strength of character was surely
handed down.

And so today, I wish to extend our
thoughts and prayers to Kandy, their
three children and the entire Stroud
family, and quote the words in his obit-
uary, which read:

The innocence of a child,

The elegance of a Prince,

And the generosity of a Saint,

Frank Stroud was a majestic human being.

Indeed, he was. Frank will be missed.
His memory will remain, his legacy
will endure, for as long as the children
he cared for grow into the healthy
adults Frank always believed they
could. And because of Frank Stroud,
they most certainly will.e
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256TH ANNIVERSARY OF KILI
RADIO

e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today
I celebrate the 25th anniversary of
KILI Radio on the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation. For 25 years, this radio
station has served as the Voice of the
Lakota Nation. It serves as an impor-
tant communications tool for members
of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, some west-
ern residents of the Rosebud Sioux
Tribe and the general listening public
in a region that reaches as far as the
sacred Black Hills.

At times throughout its history, this
radio station has served as an impor-
tant part of the Emergency Broadcast
System, getting word to listeners of se-
vere weather, fire, or other emergency
situations on the horizon. It also serves
as a vital tool to inform people about
community meetings, educational op-
portunities, danger prevention activi-
ties, and others. KILI Radio also plays
a crucial role in maintaining the
Lakota language on the reservation,
with its DJs and other programming
hosts often speaking in Lakota or with
Lakota-speaking guests. The station’s
coverage of sporting events is excep-
tionally popular with KILI listeners
and is one of the station’s top-ranked
areas of programming.

Perched atop Porcupine Butte, KILI
Radio plays an integral part of life on
the Pine Ridge Reservation. Without
its existence, lives may have been lost
to emergency situations it reported
over the airwaves. Lakota language
preservation efforts would also have
languished. I applaud KILI Radio for
working tirelessly to preserve the
Lakota language and culture while also
promoting, educating, and entertaining
listeners with the good news of Lakota
youth, elders, and entrepreneurs.
Whether it is coverage of basketball
tournaments, conferences on issues of
importance to the Lakota people or
holding politicians’ feet to the fire,
KILI Radio is a way of life for the Pine
Ridge community. I wish to commend
the efforts of all of KILI Radio’s staff
and volunteers I especially want to
congratulate Tom Casey on 23 years of
service to the radio station. He serves
both as a radio voice, and a man behind
the scenes to ensure KILI’s survival.

I would also like to recognize the ef-
forts of those who came together with
the vision for the wind turbine that
was erected earlier this month. On a
practical level, the turbine will gen-
erate energy to power the radio station
and its electrical needs. One cannot
overlook the symbolism however, to
imagine KILI Radio again operating off
the grid, and on its own terms. Con-
gratulations, KILI Radio on your silver
anniversary and thank you for all that
you have done and all that you con-
tinue to do.e

————
TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL
JOHN W. PEABODY

e Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, BG
John W. Peabody has served as com-
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mander and division engineer for the
Pacific Ocean Division, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers since July, 2005.

I relied on General Peabody to help
resolve the crisis of coastal erosion in
my State of Alaska.

He was instrumental in developing a
partnership between State, Federal and
local agencies dedicated to helping our
communities deal with the effects of
coastal erosion.

Under his leadership and commit-
ment our Army Engineer District, Far
East, has begun the Korea relocation
program, moving our forces and their
families to new, state-of-the-art facili-
ties south of Seoul.

In Japan, General Peabody directed
the largest military construction pro-
gram in the history of our Corps of En-
gineers. USAED, Japan completed over
500 projects, greatly enhancing our
operational readiness level and signifi-
cantly improving the quality of life for
our service men and women and their
families living in that country.

Brigadier General Peabody oversaw
the construction of the Stryker Bri-
gade stationing facilities at Schofield
Barracks, HI. Those new facilities
allow our soldiers to train for contin-
gencies throughout the Pacific region
and around the world.

Brigadier General Peabody’s profes-
sionalism, caring leadership, and devo-
tion are in keeping with the proudest
traditions of our military, and reflect
great credit upon himself, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, and the U.S.
Army.e

TRIBUTE TO GRAHAM NEWELL

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, the
State of Vermont has lost one of its
greatest teachers, Graham Newell. I
wish to honor this remarkable man, an
important figure in our State’s history
in government as well as throughout
its system of education.

A seventh generation Vermonter who
grew up in the Northeast Kingdom of
Vermont, Newell returned to Vermont
to teach after earning his degree in
classics from the University of Chi-
cago. For eight decades he was the
quintessential educator, beginning and
ending at his beloved St. Johnsbury
Academy and teaching history and so-
cial sciences to college students for
many years as well, serving as a pro-
fessor and chair of the Social Sciences
Department at Lyndon State College.

Graham Newell was a man who so
highly regarded the field of education
that he entered politics to be its cham-
pion in the State legislature. First
elected to the Vermont House in 1953,
and later elected to the Vermont Sen-
ate, he served as the chairman of both
the House and Senate Education Com-
mittees. Throughout his tenure in the
legislature in Montpelier, Graham
Newell worked tirelessly to ensure edu-
cational opportunities for students
with disabilities. Indeed, Vermont’s
special education bill preceded com-
parable legislation on the Federal level
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